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Jo nson Helps lnmates Escape Prison With Da_nce 
ВУ ~LORENCE L RBSER Johnson, who is thc founder, artistic perf ormers Leslie U ggams, Henry Le women, som~trung ро~шv~ to believe 
~е sounds of music and tap- director and choreographer of Оп Time Tang and Nina Simone, and has tour~ in • • • they w!ll ~~.[Н] with them for 

ping escaping from the barred windows . Dance Studio in Pcckskill, volunteers nationwide with Ray Copeland, Olan31 the r~t of thelI lives, she says. 
of the Tac~nic Correctional Facility} timc ю tcach tap dancing ю inmates, and Gregory Hines. . . This summer, th~ chore~gr~pher 
'Уе5 ! Four times а year. Mary Johnson who call theqiselves "The Taconic Rather than face the uncertamues of was selected as а res1den~ art1st_ ш the 
has made the impossiЫc happen for the Sevcn." The dance thcrapy program Jife as а performer, Johnson 's f ather Westchester Arts Counc1\ Res1 denc_y 
female inrnates at Bcdford Hills. has had such а positive effect оп guided her to another profession: For Program from а _cadre of _60 cand 1-

J .,. t11e lives of the five years she served as а freelance dates . These artl s ts pro v1 de work
pri soners that court reporter for the Department of shops and demonstrations for schools, 
other facilities are Ccmmerre am the Defense Departtnent in community centers and cu l шral orga
now interested in Washington, D.C. "I left this sensitive nizations throцghout the county. She 
duplicating it. and confidential work Ьecause I could- has a\ so receiv ed а Ce rtifica te of 

"1 was raised in n't keep my feet still," she confides. Merit from the \Ves tches ter Cou nty 
Uniondale, Long Because of her work with homeless Board of Legisla to rs and thc Ne,v 
Island, but I spent children at her studio in Peekskill, York State AssemЬ\y Citation r or con
my Iife at Radio Johnson became known to the Taconic tributions to the community. Thc artist 
City Music Hall Correctional Facility. This led to her was also s ele cte d Ь у Nu Ps i Zet a 
adцiiring the association with the institution 's Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority for 
Rockettes," the Comprehensive Alcohol and Substance Community Serv ice \Vom an of thc 
dancer admits. AbuseTreatrnentProgram. Year Award . the h ig hest honor the 
Her mother, the Some of the program's staff mem- sorori ty Ьcs tows. 
owner of а dance Ьers _ were skeptical ~Ь:<>ut th_e aЬility of "Dancers are spccial pcople. They'rc 
studio, encouraged the 1nrnates to part1c1pate ш the pro- always reaching for highcr goals, striv
all children, boys gram. But they. soon changed their ina t"or the unreach a Ьle t.hc tшaнa i n 
as well as girls, to minds when they realized the attitude able," Johnson states. "You arc never 
dance. Johnson ~d apI_>earance of the prisoners Ьegan givcn а wish without also Ьc ing givcn 
began dancing 1mprovшg. the po,ver to make it соте truc." 

ТНЕ SOUND 0F TAPPING FЕЕТ ... МАRУ JOНNSON, founder of 0n when she was The anist's life has Ьееn enriched Ьу 
Тime Dance Studio in Peekskill, volunteers her time teoching female only three. She her work with the inrnates. "The ехре- Floгence L . Reiser is а free /ance 
inmates dance at the Т aconic Correctiona_l Facility. Pholo l7f Lве R. Аю studied with notcd rience has brougl1t hope to the young ~vriter in Hastings-on-HudJon. · 
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