
«bt ~alla'1morningJt\U~ 
fexas· LeadingNewspaper Dallas, Texas, Wednesday, January 5, 2005 ~ DallasNews.com 50 cents 

------------------------1I JAМES RAGLAND 

Dinner ТаЫе taking reseivations Dallas Dinner ТаЫе is still 
в 

efore \\re get too deep into 
JanUШ)~ I should say 
Нарру Ne\v Year to all of 

you. 
And thanks to e\retyone who 

called те at tЬе paper and sent 
holiday cards, cookies and candy. 
You'reso S\\'eet and tЬoughtful 

For you, I ha,re а small helping 
of mull-again sw,, - updates on 
а couple of items that many of 
you run,-e саПеd or ,rntten aЬout 

Вefore t:hat, however, you 
should kno\Л' tЬat you can stop 
5а) ing Нарру Ne\v Year any time 
you feel !ike it. 

I don't know aЬout you, but I 
find myself sayiлg tЬat to eveiy
Ьody I enr.ouлte:r, and I don't 

JАМFВ RAGLAND 

kno,vwhen t.o quit 
Well, I was chatting with Va

lencia McClure, propriet.or of а 
public relations fiпn, and I asked 
herwhen do public relations pros 
stop saying Нарру New Year. 

"lt's like the fust two weeks" of 
January, she said "A.fter that, it 
kind offu.des on off" 

l've got а feeliлg that many 
people stop saying it when their 
Christmas cremt card bills aп-ive, 
and that would Ье around the 
middle ofthe month, too. 

Now here's the mull-again: 
■ No matter how many times 

we mention the Dallas Dinner 
ТhЫе event, 1 always get multiple 
phone саПs from реор!е .wanting 
t.o knowifit's too late to sign up or 
needing to get contact informa
tion. 

That's why I called Ms. Mc
Clure, а spokeswoman for the 
Dallas Dinner ТаЫе, t.o see exact
ly how the event is tracking this 
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year. 
The bottom line is that you 

can still sign up to join in on one 
of the dinners, and you also can 
volunteer t.o facilitate or host а 
dinner in your home or restau
rant. 

As you might recall, the din
ners are designed to bring folks 
from diverse backgrounds to
gether in groups of eight to 10 
people. You break bread, share 
life stories and discuss experienc
es that you've had with people 
from other ethnic and cн]tural 
background 

1 'vvent уе, , d 
y good time 

knO\v ту dinner pa11n . 
The event .. ,rill Ье held ¾"'ШП 

оп Martin Lнther Кiпg Jr. Day, 
,vhich this уеш· falls оп Jan. 17. 
The dinners begin at 6 р.ш . 

Lнst year, а record 850 peoplc 
partioipi.1.ted. and organizers 
hopc to attrнct 1,500 or so thi.,; 
усш-. You сал go to ""'"v.(\шl.as 

diлnertaЬie.com to sign up, or 
youcancall l-888-706-1616. You 
also сап e-mail Мs. McClure at 
mcclurev@mcclurepr.com. 

Monday is the deadline, so 
hurryup! 

Ms. McClure emphasized 
that organizers especially ,vant to 
encourage more ethnic miлori
ties to participate. 

"We al,vays like to stress that 
this is inclusive of everyone.'' she 
said. "Because it's held оп :мartin 
Luther КingJr. Day, people think 
it's just for African-Amerieans 
and Anglos." 

■ The fiлal шull-again item 
concerns Ima&i-ne thc lmpossi
Ыc, а пunproбt dance \\·oтksbop 
outnt tЪat -provides after-school 
programs;i n I)alla.~. 

1 mention~~ irr Au~st tbat 
Mary .l,1hn~oп. \vlн:i fiщпdccl rmcl 
rш1i that oг~'1lni~tivл . is iЬ .:llf.-
11t~ I of u bщJding ' '"t\1 hard
,,.U(,d flwr, . 

-nrf' tl. :$11е 'э iotten Sl)щe-gpod 
Гt'~R9DSCS. Jl1c1нd11 1 gtrom n C\1!Ji
mнn1ry ~ollt>gc that ,,,ants t-o 

partner with лег Ьу allo,ving 
sq_m-e. ofl'v!s. Johnson':. Ъa1k· t stu
dentз to visil lhe coUer.s€' t"vice а 
"'ee~Jor more'_tra,h1wg. 

No,r~ she not. оп1у needs а 
buibling,s.henecclsa bus that,~il \ 
l'naЫe her to t.ran.sport t he kids to 
Brookha-..•eдCoU~ . 

Let mo te.l] you. l doл·t kno\,. 
the fu:s.t t!ш1z tilioн t bailc:L But I 
,i.~ted M:s.)QnnsQn щ1d son1e 01· 
her clзss.es. }11St s1,.1.m.me1·, and 
theyre. doiлg remarknЬ!y impor
t:J.nt -;~•01·k . ..An)· doнbt aЬout that 
,\'Q11la Ье. entSCl:1 if) ou t:aufd sec 
tlн~J6ok Ql) tho;ic. ki'ds' !аее~. 

) au cii.n Cйfl~ct. fmagine tЬе 
lmµQS~iЪ!e at 2'\4-752-8+70 or 
,6nd, o-111.1il to lmaginr"\ Vork 
~1op@j':U\OU.com. The \\reb ~ite 
is lmag\.нethelщpo-;siЫ~org. 

1 ~hrн1lrl r ai11.t ottt ltмt lhc 
gro-цµ. attcr my пsit, sent 1ш· i.1 , 

ш,.;,с.. Ь()х ot· chocolatt's tur С!шst
'Т'пш;. 

MIO(l.:S mr ,vish I had ~ tшi!t\ 
i r1g 01· а b11s rC!givc r]н'm . 

E- пшiJjrng.lшid(" , talias:rк•";,.."'-"'1 
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