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Better Ьehavior Ьу leaps and bounds 
Teacher-s, paгents say 

ballet prograш keepi~g 
boys on tl1eir toes 
В)· REGINA L. BURNS 

SuJf\\"ritt,r 

Second-graders Christopher 
Dell and Jolmnic Lec Ыагsаж 111 
are getting hig]1 marks from their 
teachers and parents bccause of 
their participation in а free after
school danre program that fea
tures cl.as.sicaJ ball el 

Each \\·ee.k their instructor. 
МЗJ)· Johnson. leads them 

AROПND 11IE 
COMMUNIТY 

through ,ёliious forms of dance 
"'hile emphasizing the disaplines 
of classicaJ ЬalleL Ms. Johnson is 
founder of lmagine the Impossi
Ыe Dance Workshop. а 3-year-<Jld 
nonprofit group that educates 
Dalla.s Independent School Dis
trict students in dancc. Imagine is 
in 25 schoo\s and one apartment 
oomple.x, and has an estimated 
500 student dancers. 

The students are clюsen Ьу 
tЬeir tea.chers to partiapate in the 
program. 

Christ.opher and Johnnie meet 
every Friday at Elisha М. Pcase El
emen!.ar)• Scl1ool's auditorium in 
F.a.st Oak Cli.tffor hvo lюurs ,1ith 
tЬе other six Ьоуs and 12 girls. 
~1е don't get too талу Ьоуs 

Ьecause people laugh at them and 
parents don't 11'ant them to do it," 
w d Ms. Johщon. ·вut "'hen you 
tlunk aЬout Mikhail Ba.ryshniko1•, 
Alvin Ailtj• and Gregor)' Hiлes. 
they \\'ere pheлomerш.l" danCl.'r,. 

She ra.vcs aЬout Chri~10p\)(•r 
and Johnnie, cшling thtir perfor
~ OU1st.and.iлg. 

BARВARA DAV1DSON/Sta.ff'Photogrnphcr 

Johnnie Lee Marsa"' ПI (left) and Christopher Dell (right) stretched last "'eek during the 
Imagiлe the Imp~le Dance Workshop at Elisha М. Pease Elementary Sclюol in Oak Cliff. 

Johлson said: "I can tell Johnnie 
to do а demi plie - and he1J gi,•e 
me а dcmi plic iл second position, 
and he11 do it \\ith no hesitation." 

The boys also havc impro,·ed 
their grades and conduct since 
joining the program. 

~Christopher is а hyper child. 
Bcfore [he started] he ,1•ould just 
go out tЬere and act likc а typicaJ 
kid." said Sheщ Dell, Christo
pher's mothtr. No11· "thc music 
there has sl10v.11 !1im а ,1·holc lot. 
He's listening to tJ1e t.eдchers." 

Johлп ie's teacher, \'ersie Lusk, 
said !1е had proЬlems Jast school 
1·car. 
· · 1 ft'~ а wt.aJ!y differcnt person, 
and hc !111.', а n(•11· outJook on life: 
Ms. Lusk said. ·1 can see l1im 
tl1iлk.ing aЬout ,1•hat м~. Johnson 
has told him, 1Ji.1t dancers arc 
tblnkL'n ." 

the music," said Christopher, ,vlю 
attends Sidney La.nier Elementary 
School Vanguard for Expressive 
Arts. His mother drives l1irn to Eli
sha М. Pease every Friday. 

"I kno,,, ho,v to do different 
dance steps, and I ha,•e made 
some ne,v friends aJso," said the 8-
year-o!d. 

Johnnie takes а candid ap
proa.ch to the program. 

"It's pretty good алd it's а little 
Ьit hard," said tl1e 7-year-old. "1 al
,vays ,vu.ntcd to bccome а ballct 
dancer bec.iusc I like tЬс ,vay llшt 
tJ1cy movc and tl1e music." 

those programs in tl1e classroom. 
It charges а fce to scl1ools and 

pays Imagine for providing the 
da.nce instruction. 

Sandra Foster, chairman of 
Imagine's board of directors, said 
Dallas ArtsPartners funding needs 
to Ье supplemcnted Ьу outside do
nors to he\p tl1e orgaлization gct 
its o,vn building. 

"Wc're in dirc need of а faciJity," 
said Ms. Foster·, principal ot \\'hit
ncy Yoнng Elementд.ry Sdioo\. 

"OllГ cl1ildrcn arc iп despcratc 
nced 01· costнmcs. Sometimes thc 
purcnts rtnd tlie school$ can't at'
!01·d t.o \щу thc- baUet sl1ors, tl1c 
tigl1ts мd thc \\'holc \\'orks." 

1Ъе group \1as Ьесо ~r('kinк а 
prnnanent facility, sш·\1 1L, а \\'ilП.'
hoш,c, Ьщ 1,а.~ hud по ~ut·crs~ tl1щ 
fu.r. Christopher iь ·vel)' spccial, 

and he has а \ot of abllity to Ье ал 
e,traordifla!) danrcr." she вaid. 

.Johnшe is eager to rl1·a.sc, Ms. 

\Vhat do Cl1ristophrr алd 
Jol1nni~ ha,•e to say? 

I maьrine is lllJI0ng 61 1U1.9 алd 
cultura.l orgaлizations undcr t11t) 

Dallas ArtsPartлers umbrellu.Ac
cording 1D its \iVcb sitc, Dallas Лrt
sPartлers collaЬorates 11·ith DISD, 
thc city of' Dall:is Officc of C11ltural 
Affa.irs and otлcr orgnniwtions to 
offcr nrt.s programs lo puЬ!ir 
sclюol studenl.!i uлd pmvi<lc 
teachcr.. ,1-i l11 tl1c traiшng to ust: 

For ттюгс i11fo1mution about 
lmaginc, ru.11 :! \-~-75:!-~~ ,О. 

· 1 Jike tJ1c- dance rouuncs алd 
1' 111111 rhu111., (• ,la!l.c,nt'\\ ·• '"" ' 
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