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JIMMAHONEY/Staff Photograpl1er 
Dance instructor Consuela Holmes helps 5-year-oldAmaraMontgornery,vith her steps at а ,vorkshop at Wliitney Young 
Elernentary School in Dallas. Тhе Imagine the IrnpossiЪle program gives lo,v-incorne youngsters а reason to dance. 

Dance ·partners wanted 
1 

kno,.,,, as much about clas­
sical ballet as Mike Tyson 
kno\\1s about financial 

planniпg. 
So I was а little jitte1-y about 

meeting Mary J ohnson, а trained 
dancer who !1as tumed her love 
of classical ballet into а noлprofit 
organization that reaches out to 
Jo,v-income kids. 

What if she asked me to spell 
terre а terre 01', \\IQГSC, to perfurm 
sautcs? . 

Of course, I do h~ve а 11~!~ ex-
perience. I once d1d а bпllш.nt 
fuuette _ you know, ,...,h~re you 
turn ur spiri un one leg wbile your 
l:юdy il; Ьeing propelled Ьу а 
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\\rruppiпg motion ot'tl1c 1·1·rc lcg. 
Uпfcн1:uш1tely, поЬоdу saw it 

except the caЬd1i.,1e1· ,vlю alшost 
ran me over. 

Anyway, 1 tiptoed over to 
southeast Oak Clift' to шееt "~th 
Ms. Jolшson Ьесаш;е she said 
sl1e needed l1elp. More to tl1e 

- - -·------ ------- --- -

point, she needs support for all 
the ,,,onderful kids she's training 
in ballct. 
А little background: Ms. 

Jolшson is the pгesident and 
toнndeг of Imagiпe the Impossi­
Ьle, а 3-year-o\d dапсе ,vorkshop 
that has ,vo1·ked ,vith tl1e Dallas 
l11depende11t School District to 
p1·u,1itle c1fteг-school p1·ogrшns. 

Sht> lauпched the initiatjve af­
tcr шo,1ing hcre lrom №"v York, 
wl1e1·e l1e1· оwп dance caree1· 
Ыossomed. T'1is newspaper has 
,vritteп about l1er before, so sl1e's 
hardly а straпgeг to Dallas any­
more. 

Ho,veve1·, а::; is tl1e casc with 

many small nonprofits, Ms. 
Johnson's organization is strug­
gling to get to the next level. 
She's sharing an office with the 
basketball coach at Whitney 
Young Elementary School. And 
her dancers are learning the art 
of classical ballet оо the hard­
tiled tloor ot" the music and band 
room. 

lt was bad enough this sшn­
me1·, \Vhen she offe1·ed dance 
wo1·ksl10ps for kids to keep them 
busy анd iпspired 1,vl1ile tl1ev're 
on b1·eak. But once sclюol swts 
lateг tl1is шовtЪ, sliell Ье forced 
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Ballet workshop is charity in motion 
Continu~dfrom Page 1В 

to constantly set up and disas­
semЫe the equipment she needs 
Ьecause she ·s sharing ,,ery tight 
quarters. 

"\\-е are in dire need of 
enough space to professionally 
and properly train and teach 
classical Ь.allet to at least 500 stu­
dents comfortaЫ,, \\rhile trans­
foпning their liY~," she said. 

"\Vith your help, she=s hoping 
she сап find some charitaЫe soul 
Vvilling to donate the space she 
needs to really teach the kids ef­
fectively. An old house with hard­
wood floors and high ceilings 
would work. Or even а ware­
house, assuming she сап then 
find someone to help fix it up. 

She'd even like to have lockers 
for the kids and а smaJI library 
stocked with educational books 
and videos that will help them 

become students of the arts. 
Frankly, she can use whatever 

help anyone can offer, including 
financial support. You can con­
tact lmagine the lmpossiЫe at 
214-752-8470, or at Р.О. Вох 

192094, Dallas, Texas 75219. 
lf you could just spend а few · 

minutes watching the kids prac­
tice their pirouettes, seeing how 
their spirits and hopes are lifted, 
you'd know that Ms. Johnson 
isn't asking for too much. 

"1 like to do this," 8-year-old 
Brandon Stanton yelled at me as 
he stood on the tips ofhis toes. 

So do you think you might 
want to dance professionally 
someday? 

"No," Brandon replied, "1 
want to play basketball. That's 
why J'm dojng this." 

Brandoл 's 7-yettr-old siste1·, 
Taylor ·veaslcy, told те why 
Bгandon's 1·ea.Jly inteгestc(I iп 

classical ballet. "М у granny made 
him get interested," she said. 

Brandon countered with а re­
quest. "Can you write this 
down ?" he asked. "1 practice 
here, and I practice everywhere I 
go." 

Тhat's for you, Grandma. 
Another kid, Christopher 

Dell, said he was not bothered 
that he and Brandon are among 
the relatively few boys learning 
ballet. 

"I like to do hitch kicks," he 
said,jumping in the air and click­
ing his heels to demonstrate. 
"And I like to stand пр straight." 

Christopher's тот, Sherry 
Dell, said the dance \vorkshops 
have charmed her 8-year-old. 
"Не likes it,'' she said. ·'It keeps 
11i111 iпvolved апd онt of trонЫе. 
It has helpe,l his beha,'ior а lot.'' 

Е,,сп the dапсе iпstп1ctors 

1.akc нotr of'the kids' eпtlшs iasш. 

"Тhei re so appreciative of it," 
said Brittany Роwег, after leading 
one class through а series of 
moves. "Тhis is а rare chance to 
get exposure to the arts.'" 

Мs. J ohnson and her team 
make-it Iook so е~--у and fun, but 
there's work inYolved. 

"Stop kicking me!" seYeral of 
the young dancers said as they 
sat in а row ,vaiting to talk to me. 
"You stop kicking me!" 

Sorryyou missed that. 
But just to sho,v you how in­

nocent and precious these kids ' 
are, 111 share one exchange. As 1 
,vas chatting ,,;th the kids, 1 1 

asked one little bright-eyed girl 
ho,v long she'd been dancing. 

··seven years," she chirped. 
'·vVo\v,'' I said. ".And ho,v old 

areyou?" 
"Five.'' 

E-шail j ragland@dallasne,,,s.com 
~ 
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